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JKypeysyneen uzunoee Bopbopdyk Eeponanvin atipbim eaxe-
aepynen Kwuipeviscmanea 2016-2021-scvindapoazer mypucmmux
A2LIMObIH KOOMYHOO2Y 0320PYYAOPOY MAN00020, AHANUZ00626 Oa-
evimmanean. Tanooo ocana aunanuzoee yuyn Aecmpus, Yexus,
Tonvwa scana Llseiiyapus manoansvin anvliHeaHn dcana aiap ai-
Maxkmawu OOIYHYN anblHeaH, AMAlbIH OKYY Oen dcenmecex 60aom.
Kapamuineiuwl k003 orcana 6aanyyrykmapeina oaii Kvipevizcman,
akmugoyy mypusmOuH ap KaHoau opmanapvlii NpaKmuKaioozo,
bawKaya aumraHoa Ul JCY30He aublpyyed MyMKyHOyK bepem. bu-
POk, anwi Bopbopoyk Aszusda srcatieaukanoviebl 6y 01KO20 Kbl-
3bIKKAH NOMEHYUANdyy mypucmmepae OHOU Jcemyyee MyMKyHUY-
YK bepbeiim, koenmezon mockoondykmap 6ap. Typuszmoezu o326-
PYYAepoy mandoodo Eeponadan mypusmou oHykmypyyee 54 Yoy
mockoondyk Kvipavizscmanoan apaneikmelt aiblCmblebl HCaHa my-
PUCTHIMUK JHCEMKUTUKMYYIYK IKeHUH Kepcommy. O3yHue eaKkenep-
OYH mypucmmep OpmocyHOazvl Kupeuieiepuroesy aublpmMaiblibiK-
map 6y 61KO16pOYH MPAPuUSUHUH KOTOMYHO MAACUPUH MULiU32eH
JHCOK.

Hezuszu ce300p: Bopbopoyk Eepona, mypusm, mypucmmux
KollMbLL, AHATU3U, MYypUcmmepour ouHamuxacwl, Keipeviscman,
MypUCmmux 0eCmuHayus.

IIposedennoe uccnedoeanue HanpagileHo HA AHAIU3 USMeEHe-
HUlL 6 0ObeMe Mypucmu4ecko2o NomMoKa u3 omoenbHvlx cmpan Llen-
mpanvhoi Eeponvt ¢ Keipevizcman 6 2016-2021 200ax. Aecmpus,
Yexus, onvwa u lsetiyapus Oviiu 6bl0pansl 015 aHaiu3d, u ux
MOJICHO CUUMAMb CHEYUATLHO NPEOCMABIEHHbIMU, U30IUPOBAHHbI-
Mmu om peauona. Kvipzwvizcman, 6oeamulii npupooHbiMu Kpacomamu
U YeHHOCMAMU, NO380AEN NPAKMUKOSANb, MO eChib NPAKMUKO-
6ambv paziuunvle Gopmsl akmueHoz2o mypusma. OOHaxo e2o pacno-
nodicerue 6 LlenmpanvHoii A3uu He no3gonsem ne2ko 00d6pamocs no-
MEHYUATLHBIM TYPUCTAM, UHMEPECYIOWUMCS dMOU CIMPaHol, ¢
MHOIHCECEOM Npensamcemeuil. Ananus usmenenuti 8 mypusme noxa-
3a7, 4mo camvimM OONLUIUM NPENAMCMEUEM OIS PA3GUMUS MYPUSMA
u3 Esponul signsemcs yoanennocms om Kvipeviscmana u mypucmu-
ueckas docmynnocmo. Paznuuus ¢ doxooax mesicoy mypucmamu
O0MOeNbHLIX CMPAH He NOGIUANU HA 00beM MPaAduKa SMux cmpa.

Knrwuegvie cnosa: Llenmpanvuas Eepona, mypuzm, mypuc-
muyeckoe 0sudicenue, aHanu3, OuHamuka mypucmos, Kvipeviscman,
mypucmu4eckas 0eCmuHayusl.

The undertaken research is aimed at analyzing changes in the
volume of tourist traffic from selected Central European countries
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to Kyrgyzstan in 2016-2021. Austria, the Czech Republic, Poland
and Switzerland were selected for the analysis, which were conside-
red representative for the region. Kyrgyzstan, rich in natural values,
allows you to practice various forms of active tourism. However, its
location in Central Asia does not make it easy for potential tourists
interested in this country to reach. The analysis of changes in tou-
rism showed that the biggest obstacle to the development of tourism
from Europe is the physical distance and tourist accessibility. And
differences in income between tourists from selected countries did
not affect the volume of traffic from these countries.

Key words: Central Europe, tourism, tourist movement,
analysis, tourist dynamics, Kyrgyzstan, tourist destination.

Today, tourism is one of the most important sectors
of the Kyrgyz economy. After the covid-19 pandemic,
there has been an increase in tourism from abroad for two
years. This was facilitated by the easing of restrictions on
travel by air transport and an increase in the level of
security outside the areas covered by military conflicts.
Despite this, in 2022, the level of tourist flow still has not
returned to the level of 2019. According to the UN WTO
Tourism Development Analysis (2022), the number of
international tourist traffic improved from -66% in
January 2022 (compared to 2019) to -60% in February and
-56% in March. More and more countries where tourism
is profitable have relaxed travel restrictions, and the inter-
ference associated with covid-19 has decreased. Despite
strong growth in the 1st quarter of 2022, international
tourism remained 61% lower than in 2019. By region,
Europe (+280%) received almost four times more interna-
tional air traffic than in Q1 2021, while in the Americas
(+117%) the number of arrivals more than doubled.
However, the number of arrivals was still 43% and 46%
lower than in 2019, respectively. The Middle East
(+132%) and Africa (+96%) also recorded significant
growth in Q1 2022 compared to 2021, but they remained
59% and 61% lower than in 2019, respectively. The Asia-
Pacific region recorded an increase of 64%, but amounted
to -93% compared to 2019. Against the background of
these changes, the study of changes in the foreign tourist
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flow at the regional and national level in the case of
Kyrgyzstan is very interesting. In Central Asia, Kyrgyz-
stan is considered an island of democracy and where na-
ture and the way of life of the population are still preser-
ved in a primitive state.

In addition to the obvious tourist flow from neighbo-
ring countries and the countries of the Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS), an analysis of arrivals to
Kyrgyzstan from individual countries of Central Europe
and its environs was carried out. By Central Europe we
mean a belt of countries extending to the west of the
borders of Germany, Austria and Italy and to the east of
the borders of Russia (without the Kaliningrad region),
Belarus, Ukraine and Moldova (the St. Petersburg-Odessa
line). Each country is distinguished by its geographical
location, economy, history, political system or culture.
Combining them together indicates the existence of a
separate, specific spatial geographical location, clearly
different from neighboring countries. From a political
point of view, based on the historical background and the
range of individual religious denominations, the center of
Central Europe, a kind of core area covering the countries
remaining in the sphere of influence of the former USSR
in 1945-1989, are the current territories of Slovakia,
Poland, the Czech Republic, and Hungary. The border
zone includes Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, western Belarus,

the Kaliningrad Region, western Ukraine, Romania,
Vojvodina in Serbia, Slovenia, eastern Austria and east
Germany, the former German Democratic Republic (the
Elbe Line). This area is bordered by the regions of
Western Europe, Scandinavia, Russia and the Balkan
countries. The analysis selected countries with a similar
distance to the target country, but differing in income and
purchasing power of the population. For the Central
European region, Austria and Switzerland, as well as the
Czech Republic and Poland, were chosen as representa-
tives of the region. At the same time, these countries do
not have strong economic and political relations and inte-
rests with the Kyrgyz Republic.

The Kyrgyz Republic is mountainous, relatively
small with about 199,800 km2, landlocked, in Central
Asia with a population of 7 million people (2022). In
Kyrgyzstan, you can see a variety of natural conditions
and resources, which include biologically valuable fauna
and flora, biosphere zones, lakes, mountains, rivers and
glaciers (Schofield & Maccarrone-Eaglen, 2011). The
peculiar nature and terrain allow you to engage in various
types of active tourism, such as mountaineering, trekking,
rock climbing, skiing, caving, horse riding and rafting
(Turdumambetov, 2014). Natural potential determines the
possibility of developing the country's tourism sector and
creating new jobs in the service sector (Janish, 2017).

Table 1
Dynamics of tourist traffic in Kyrgyzstan in 2016-2021
Region / country 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
Kyrgyzstan (K.) 41474 4 666,5 7057,1 8 635,7 2245,0 33719
CIS (K) 3909,8 4 408,6 6771,0 8331,3 21839 32298
CIS / Total 94,27% 94,47% 95,95% 96,48% 97,28% 95,79%
Non CIS (K.) 237,6 257.9 286,1 304.,4 61,1 142,1
Non CIS / Total 5,73% 5,53% 4,05% 3,52% 2,72% 4,21%

Source: Tourism in Kyrgyzstan 2017-2022 http.//www.stat.kg/ru/publications/sbornik-turizm-v-kyrgyzstane/

In 2016-2019, before the Covid-19 pandemic, in
2021 Kyrgyzstan recorded a constant, high increase in the
number of tourists crossing the border (table 1). However,
the majority of tourists come mainly from the countries of
the Commonwealth of Independent States. Their share
constantly exceeded 94% of the total tourist flow. The
largest number of tourists, or, perhaps more precisely,
people crossing the country's borders, came from Kazakh-
stan and Uzbekistan. However, if we subtract Uzbek citi-
zens crossing the border arriving in Kyrgyzstan in search
of work from the values given (Najibullah and Akimbek-
uulu, 2021), we can conclude that the increase over the
analyzed period is small or a decrease in the volume of
tourist flow can be observed. In 2019, citizens of Uzbeki-
stan accounted for as much as 56% of all people crossing
the border of Kyrgyzstan.

Against the background of an increase in the number
of people crossing the border from 4 million to more than

186

8.5 million, only 240,000 come from outside the Com-
monwealth of Independent States, which is only 3.5% to
5.7% of the total number of people who arrived in the
country (table 1). However, taking into account the mass
economic migration of Uzbeks to Kyrgyzstan (Najibullah
and Akimbek-uulu, 2021) allows us to determine the
exact values. If we subtract the citizens of Uzbekistan
from the number of tourists, then their percentage can be
doubled in some approximation.

Arrivals of people from countries outside the Com-
monwealth of Independent States, with the exception of
Russia and Kazakhstan, can largely be considered tourist.
Apart from Russia and Kazakhstan, tourists come mainly
from European countries. The dynamics of changes in this
case is definitely lower, although there is a slight upward
trend. In 2016-2019, the number of people from these
countries crossing the border increased from 238,000 to
304,000, which means an increase of almost 28%. An
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obvious decline occurred in 2020, when restrictions rela-
ted to the covid-19 pandemic were introduced in Europe
and around the world. At this time, the tourist flow in

many directions almost stopped. In 2021 alone, the
number of arrivals increased to 142,000, which is only

47% compared to 2019 (table 2).
Table 2

Dynamics of foreign tourist traffic from selected Central European countries, outside the
Commonwealth of Independent States, in Kyrgyzstan in 2016-2021

Contry / region kraj 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
Non CIS 237,6 2579 286,1 304,4 61,1 142,1
Austria (K.) 1,5 1,6 2,3 0,2 0 0
share of Austrii 0,63% 0,62% 0,80% 0,07% 0,00% 0,00%
Czech Rep. (K.) 2 2,1 2,2 0,1 0,8 0,8
share of Czech Rep. 0,84% 0,81% 0,77% 0,03% 1,31% 0,56%
Poland (K.) 34 4,5 4,6 0,2 1,4 1,4
share of Poland 1,43% 1,74% 1,61% 0,07% 2,29% 0,99%
Switzerland (K.) 2,7 2,9 3,3 3,2 0,3 1,2
share of Switzerland 1,14% 1,12% 1,15% 1,05% 0,49% 0,84%

Source: Tourism in Kyrgyzstan 2017-2022 http://www.stat.kg/ru/publications/sbornik-turizm-v-kyrgyzstane/

Analyzing the data (table 2), we can conclude that
among the analyzed countries, during this period, with the
exception of 2019, Poland ranked first in terms of the
number of people coming to Kyrgyzstan. Switzerland is
in second place, followed by the Czech Republic and
finally Austria. The dynamics of traffic changes from
Poland showed steady growth in 2016-2018, and after a
decline in 2019, stabilization in the next two years. In the
case of Austria, we are seeing an increase and then a
decrease in the number of arrivals over the same period.
In the first three of the analyzed years, in the case of the
Czech Republic, we are dealing with a slight increase,
characteristic of the time of the pandemic, a decrease and
a return of traffic, but still below the level of a thousand
people. The same trend of changing dynamics can be
traced in the case of Switzerland, but at a higher level than
in the case of the Czech Republic.

Summing up, it should be emphasized that all traffic
from the four selected Central European countries
accounts for a small proportion, at the level of 3-5%, in
the number of people crossing the border of Kyrgyzstan.
As the analysis shows, neither the level of the economy in
individual countries nor the size of disposable income
affect the volume of traffic. Which in practice means a
small interest of tourists from the surveyed countries in

Kyrgyzstan. However, the reasons for the lack of interest
cannot be determined without further study of the subject.
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