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Maxanada cmydenmmepou monmo uuimeo2o 4ozyy apaxkem-
MeHun MonmyK Uuimeo JHcOHyHOo co3 Gonom. Ap mypoyy okyy
NAAHOGPbl ap KAHOAU Ul bIKMALApsl YUYH ap KaHoau ybakelmmul
omkopyn Oepeen; Tonmyk uuimeo dcexe JHCYMYWKA CANLIUMbID-
Manyy cmyoewmmep KaHOQuua MbIKMbl OKYUM Oe2eH ap KaHoau
600icOMOI00p20 HezuzOenem. TonmyKk UWmuH JHCYpyuwyHOo cmy-
OdenmmepOuH ouruMou e3oewmypyycy baaranam. Tonmyxk uwmeoe
KONMO2OH HCYMYW opoyapbiHoa uwimeim, Oupox mexmenme, ai
Llgeyusioa sicana bamviut OytiHOHYH 6auika OOIYKMOPYHOO OKY-
eandapea eme a3 KonooHyram. Tonmyk uwmee cmyoeHmmepou
MOMUBAYUSTIOOHYH, Jicu2epOyy OKyyed, baapraulyy2a jHcana 4euum
KAObLL ALYy JHCOHOOMYHO MYPMKY Oepeer HaAmbliicanyy bikma 60-
TYULy MyMKYH. A3 madcpuiibanyy cmyoenmmep MulKmbl CiyOeHm-
mep MeHeH MOonmopoo UWMeEWUn, Cyineo JHeana Heasyy HCoHOOM-
0epyH epryHoeme anviuiam. Tonmyxk uwmur HamelllHcanyy uume-
WUH KOPYY YUYH OKymyyuy 0aapobleblH al0blH-ald 0aspoautvl
Kepex.

Hezuzzu co300p: monmo uwimee, yem munu, OKymyy, 0emo-
Kpamusi, COYUANObIK-MAOAHUL, UHMEPHAYUOHATOAUIMBIPBLICAH,
aMeeK, JiceKe, Uli-apakemmep.

B cmamve paccmampusaemcs epynnosas paboma, Kax
MemooO 06yueHus, KOMOpblll 3ACmagisiem CmyoeHmos padbomans,
cobupasicy 6 epynnoi. Pasnvle yuebnvle npospammbl 0Omeoouu pas-
HOe KOMuuecmeo epemeHu O pA3HbIX Memooos pabomel; I pyn-
noeas paboma no CpaBHEHUI0 ¢ UHOUBUOYANLHOU OCHOBAHA HA
OUEHb PASHBIX NPEONONONCEHUSIX OMHOCUMETLHO MO20, KAK YYeHUKU
ayuuwe ceeo yuamcs. Ilpu epynnoegoii pabome yenamcs coocm-
6eHHble NOUcKU 3Hanull yuawumucs. I pynnosas paboma aensemcs
MemoooM pabomuvl HA MHOZUX paOOUUX MeCmax, 8 wikoie, 0OHAKO
OHA YACTO UCNOABL3YEMCsl OYeHb IKOHOMHO € VHAWUMUCH KAK 8
Llseyuu, mak u 6 opysux wacmsax sanaonozo mupa. I pynnogvie
pabomel mozym 6vbimb IPHeKmueHbIM MemoooM OJisi MOMUBAYUU
CcmyoeHmog, NOOWpeHst AKMUGHO20 00y4eHust, 00UjeHUsl U HABLIKO
npunsmust pewienuil. Menee onvimuvle yueHUKU MO2Ym pa3eueanms
PAa3e080pHbIe U NUCLMEHHbIE HABLIKU, pabomas 8 Spynnax ¢ Jyu-
wumu  yuenuxamu. Imobuvi eudemv d>phexmusnyio epynnogyio
pabony, yuumens O0INHCEH 8Ce NOO2ONMOGUMb 3apaHee.

Kniouesvle cnosa: epynnosas paboma, uHocmpanublil A3biK,
obyueHue, 0eMOKpamus, COYUOKYIbMYPHAS, UHMEPHAYUOHATU3U-
POBAHHASL, MPYO, TUYHAS, 0esIMENbHOCb.

The article is considered a group work is a method of instruc-
tion that gets students to work to gather in groups. The diferent cur-
ricula have all conveyed different amounts of time for the different
work methods; group work compared to individual work is built on
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very different assumptions as to how students " best learn. Within
group work it is the students" own search for knowledge that is
valued. Group work is the modus operandi at many workplaces, in
school, however, it is often used very sparingly with students both in
Sweden and in the other parts of the western world. Group works
can be an effective method to motivate students, encourage active
learning, communication and decision — making skills less accomp-
lished students may develop speaking, writing skills working in
groups with best students. Too see an effective group work a teacher
should prepare everything beforehand.

Key words: group work, foreign language, education, demo-
cracy, socio, cultural, internationalized, labor, intra-personal,
actions, implemented.

Through all the different curricula in Sweden except
the latest one, three different types of teaching methods
have been able to be discerned. Individual work, group
work and classwork are all discussed. The diferent
curricula have all conveyed different amounts of time for
the different work methods; group work compared to
individual work is built on very different assumptions as
to how students™ best learn. Within group work it is the
students* own search for knowledge that is valued. Group
work is the modus operandi at many workplaces, in
school, however, it is often used very sparingly with stu-
dents both in Sweden and in the other parts of the western
world. As group work becomes more and more important
within many occupations, being able to cooperate with
others also becomes more important. After a discussion
with my parents about how much money the company
they work for spends on teaching their employees how to
work in groups within projects and how much it would be
worth to them that they would know this before they are
hired I wanted to explore how group work is used within
Swedish language teaching. Background «Democracy
forms the basis of the national school system. This is the
first line in the curriculum for the compulsory school
system. It conveys the most integral part of how Swedish
schools should base their design. The former president of
the United States Abraham Lincoln defined democracy as
a «Government of the people, by the people, for the
people”. Democracy deals with the basic human rights of
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every individual person, and their entitlement to equal
rights; in a democracy everyone has a say . Sweden has a
long tradition of being ruled by the people, that Sweden is
ruled by a democracy is seen by most people as given6 .
This, however, is not true; we all have to take responsibi-
lity to uphold democracy by using our right to vote.
Nowhere in the world exists a definition of democracy
that everyone can agree upon , there are, however, some
points that many people agree represent what defines a
democracy. One example of this is the notion of equal
natural rights based on equal human worth as well as the
right to have your own opinion «The school has the
important task of imparting, instilling and forming in
pupils those fundamental values on which our society is
based. Curriculum for the compulsory school system, the
pre-school class and the leisure-time centre change as our
society changes what is considered important by society
is also considered important in school.10 states that the
reform of the Swedish school system that was imple-
mented after world war two was a result of the belief that
the school system would be able to make critical and
reflective members of society with a democratic way of
thinking. Further he states that a teacher cannot act, or
plan his or her lessons, in the classroom without making
certain through conscious or unconscious speculation on
what would be worthwhile activities. The role of group
work is in the current Swedish curriculum concealed; at
no point does it state that students should work in smaller
groups. It can be read between the lines, and understood
that group work can be a way to reach the goals that
students are to achieve. In the Curriculum it is stated
«...achieved by means of a varied and balanced combina-
tion of content and working methods. When looking at
learning through Vygotskij“s sociocultural view, the act
of communication and interaction between students be-
comes important. Group work leads to many interactions
both between students and the teacher, but also - and most
importantly - between students. Aim and research ques-
tions The aim of this paper is to describe and analyse the
use of group work by teachers in the subjects of English
and Modern Languages. The study is conducted with
teachers at a school in a suburb to Stockholm, with the
intention of investigating how the teachers of English and
Modern Language teachers use group work in their
lessons. With this in mind three research questions have
been formulated: Why do teachers use group work in their
lessons? What do teachers think about group work? How
do teachers use group work in their lessons? After this
introduction with the aim and research questions of the
essay a theory section will be presented. This, the second,
section will discuss the theoretical perspective, previous
research. The definition of group work will also be
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defined and analysed. In addition this section will also
discuss how «group work» is found in the school
curriculum and the syllabi for English and Modern
languages. In section three the different methods used in
this study will be presented, methods of data collection,
and procedure as well as a presentation of my informants.
The following sections (4 and 5) will give a presentation
and analysis of the results. The essay will be concluded
with a discussion in section. Curriculum for the compul-
sory school system, the pre-school class and the leisure-
time centre. Theoretical and Philosophical Considerations
Sociocultural Perspective 12 states that children become
a part of knowledge through getting to know the way other
people communicate and think about the world. This way
of thinking means that learning will be different through
time and in different places. According to Vygotskij
thought of learning as first understanding something in a
general way and thereafter being able to apply it to
something specific. Further this leads to that the most
important part of learning is not to be able to find specific
information but to be able to practise being a member of
society,6 states that this way of thinking has become more
important in the last decade when it has become accepted
that it is not only in school that students learn. 13 states
that new ways to work and produce things place demands
on other skills. These skills can be the ability to work with
other people, listen, communicate, and coordinate. He
goes on to state that cooperation between members with
different abilities working together within a group is now
a common occurrence. Lindbergl4 states that the changes
in the way languages were taught that occurred during the
90*s were the result of the language research that had been
done in recent years. The social (interaction with others),
interactive (the effect that one person has on another),
pragmatic (being able to understand the underlying
meaning of what is said), and cultural (what society is like
were the language is spoken) aspects of a language are
what has been the focus of second language and foreign
language learning and what students acquire. Furthermore
Lindberg states that the concept of communicative com-
petence was introduced by the sociolinguist Hymes.
Communicative competence means that the person spea-
king should not only be grammatically correct but also be
able to use words in situations when they are appropriate.
Vygotskij has had a great impact on the sociocultural
perspective, and when mentioning Vygotskij it is impos-
sible not to mention the zone of proximal development.
The ZPD is a «metaphorical location”15 where a student
learns together with another student and they achieve
something that they would not have been able to do on
their own. Lightbown and Spada explain that the differen-
ce between the people within the sociocultural perspective
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and other people who think it is important to interact du-
ring second language learning is that in the sociocultural
perspective it is believed that knowledge begins as an
external activity and then becomes internalized, instead of
internal and later external. Blomdahl16 talks about the
risks that knowledge becomes a sum of facts and truths
that others have determined and not something that each
individual student contributes to design. Blomdahl goes
on to say that Dewey wants all learning to be meaningful
for the person learning. He states that it has to be based on
what the student already knows or can associate to,
otherwise it becomes detached and confusing for the
students. The students should be allowed to understand
and use their earlier experiences. Through reflection on
these experiences they can be generalised and used in new
situations. Dewey means that it is the experience gained
through the learning process that is of greatest value.
Furthermore Blomdahl states that different environments
give different experiences with the students. It is the
teachers™ responsibility to give the students an environ-
ment where they can achieve the best results. Although
this is the teachers™ responsibility it is the students*
responsibility to gain knowledge through active participa-
tion. Blomdahl17 goes on to describe how Dewey defines
the learning process as something that continues
throughout life as it is a constant reorganisation and
reconstruction of earlier experiences. For this reason you
can never stop learning as it is a part of life. With this way
of thinking schools should try to incorporate this into their
way of teaching, using the students™ experiences instead
of forcing them to learn in a forced and unnatural way.
Deweyl8 brings up a teaching method based in four
phases. In the first phase a problem is created from a
situation in the childs experience. During phase two the
students search for the information that is needed to solve
the problem, this information can be found in many
different places and it is up to the teacher to guide the
student in the correct direction. In phase three the students
use the information found to solve the problem, using the
information now gained in a new way to solve a new
problem. During phase four the students are given the
opportunity to test their new knowledge and through this
understanding the worth of the knowledge. Accordingl9
to Dewey the main goal of education in schools is to
socialise the student to participate in a democracy, see the
value of a democratic society and through dialog with
others contribute to developing society in a democratic
way. Dewey sees democracy as more than a way to rule a
country but also as «a form of life in association with
others of a joint and shared experience» (my translation).
Further Dewey describes education as a life process and
not a preparation for the future. The fact that school
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focuses on things that are to come and far removed from
the students™ practical understanding is the reason that
education is failing. School should instead mirror every-
day life. Dewey20 discusses the fact that the way schools
divide subjects is unnatural. Outside of school the things
we meet are integrated with each other, and being able to
do something similar in school makes it easier for students
to learn. Group work in the curriculum and syllabus Curri-
culum The curriculum emphasises the fundamental values
of democracy and cooperation as shown in the following
two quoteslearn to carry out research, learn and work
independently and together with others «show respect for
the individual pupil and organise daily work in democratic
ways Syllabus. When reading the syllabi for the two
subjects there are several points where group work can be
useful or beneficial in reaching the goals. There are more
situations in the subject of English as the students are
expected to have come further in their studies, however,
several of them are relevant for modern languages as well
as seen in the table below. Comparison of the syllabi for
English and Modern languages English Modern Lan-
guages «The subject aims at developing an all-round
communicative ability and the language skills necessary
for international contacts, and an increasingly interna-
tionalised labour market, in order to take advantage of the
rapid developments taking place, as a result of infor-
mation and communications technologies, as well as for
further studies». «The subject of Modern languages aims
at pupils developing an all-round communicative ability»
«develop their ability to use English to communicate in
speech and writing» «deepen their understanding of
spoken English in different situations and contexts»
«develop their ability to actively take part in discussions
and written communication, express their own thoughts in
English, as well as understand the views and experiences
of others» «develop their ability to actively take part in
discussions and written communication, express their
own thoughts in the language, as well as understand the
views and experiences of others» «develop their ability to
use English orally in different contexts in order to relate,
describe and explain, as well as give reasons for their
views» «be able to carry out short, simple oral and written
tasks in cooperation with others and on their own» «be
able to carry out short, simple oral and written tasks in
cooperation with others and on their own» «be able to
actively take part in discussions on familiar subjects and
with the help of different strategies communicate effec-
tively» «be able, on their own and together with others, to
plan and carry out work tasks, as well as draw conclusions
from their work.» «develop their ability to plan, carry out
and evaluate tasks on their own and in co-operation with
others. Skolverket, Curriculum for the compulsory school
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system, the pre-school class and the leisure-time centre.
Curriculum for the compulsory school system, the pre-
school class and the leisure-time centre « The different
competencies involved in all-round communicative skills
have their counterparts in the structure of the subject.
Amongst these is the ability to master a language's form,
i.e. its vocabulary, phraseology, pronunciation, spelling
and grammar.» «The different competencies involved in
all-round communicative skills have their counterparts in
the structure of the subject. Amongst these is the ability to
master a language's form, i.e. its vocabulary, phraseology,
pronunciation, spelling and grammar» «develop their
ability to analyse, work on and improve their language in
the direction of greater variation and accuracy”. Defi-
nition Cohen23 defines group work as “students working
together in a group small enough so that everyone can
participate on a task that has been clearly assigned”. The
24 fact that the different members of a group bring
different knowledge to the gathering indicates that the
more members that there are in a group the more
knowledge they have available. Sjodin 25 also points out
that as the group gains more members the difficulties in
communicating also grow. According to Stensaasen and
Sletta 26 there are different kinds of groups. People
standing in line waiting for something are a group of
people, this type of group they define as a non-social
group. This is not the type of group meant when
discussing group work they define this type of group as a
social group. An example of their definition of what a

social group is (my translation): «A group consists of two
or more people who have a mutual influence on each other
and are mutually dependant on another in the sense that
that they have to trust each other to get their needs
satisfied and achieve their goals.

What should teacher do to see an effective group
work?

Give clear instruction!

Put the important
constructions on the board!

Divide students into groups correctly!

Tell your students what is the time limit!

words and grammatical
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